
	  

 
The	  Academy	  seeks	  to	  advance	  the	  public	  understanding	  of	  science	  and	  promote	  

interest	  in	  the	  sciences	  to	  students	  and	  adults	  through	  accessible,	  year-‐round	  seminars	  	  
and	  educational	  initiatives.	  

Visit	  The	  Academy	  online	  at	  http://www.academyofsciencestl.org	  

Did	  You	  Know?	  
The Academy of Science - St. Louis was founded in 1856. 

The Academy’s founder was Dr. George Engelmann, a physician and botanical expert, 
and a key advisory to Henry Shaw, founder of the Missouri Botanical Garden. 

The Academy’s first public museum containing scientific collections was destroyed by a 
fire in 1869 and then a second time in the early 1900s. 

The Junior Academy of Science was established in 1936 for teens. 

In 1903, The Academy of Science - St. Louis opens its first Natural History Museum at 
3817 Olive Blvd. 

In 1958, due to increased demand for science outreach during the Sputnik Era, the 
Academy expanded by opening the Museums of Science and Natural History in Oak 
Knoll Park, Clayton, Missouri. 

In 1971, voters approved the St. Louis Metropolitan Zoo-Museum District (ZMD). The 
Academy transferred the collections and fiscal responsibility of the Museums of Science 
and Natural History to the new district, while remaining an independent non-profit 
organization apart from the ZMD. 

In 1983, the Academy supports the opening of the St. Louis Science Center and arranges 
a long-term lease for offices in the new Center. 

In 1995, the Academy’s prestigious Fellows Society launches the St. Louis Outstanding 
Scientist Awards, honoring the region’s world-class professionals in science and 
engineering/technology. 

The Academy of Science - St. Louis takes on ownership of the St. Louis Science Fair in 
2000. The newly rebranded Academy of Science – St. Louis Science Fair is one of the 
nation’s largest regional fairs. 

The Academy taps into the growing citizen science movement with the establishment of 
The Academy’s BioBlitz. Teams of citizen scientists of all ages conduct yearly flash 
exploration inventories of the biodiversity of the areas’ treasured parks and natural areas 
led by scientists and naturalists. 

The Academy is considered a model of science outreach for the country and continues to 
be fully funded by an enlightened and appreciative community of science and science 
advocates. 


